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44 But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you, 45 that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his 
sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and 
the unrighteous.
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10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven . . . 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great 
is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you . . . 16 In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father 
in heaven. 
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Matthew 5:1-20



19 Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands 
and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of 
heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you that unless your 
righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, 
you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.
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46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not 
even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your own 
people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do 
that?
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[3] ?

Love Your Enemies (Matthew 5:43-48)
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no reward!
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48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
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love the unrighteous



Romans 5:8
But God demonstrates His
own love for us in this:
While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.

,
.



Our sinful human nature will cause us to hate our enemies. But Christians 
must be different—very different.

. -- .

 We must love our enemies. Pray that God will bless him too.
. .

 How do we love our enemies? We love him the way God loves: as if 
they were our friends, righteous people, worthy people.

? : 
, , . 
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 Why must we love? Loving our enemies shows that we resemble God, 
and we are truly God’s children. Then God will give us heavenly gifts 
because we are his children.

? , . 
.

 If you love only those who love you, you are no better than a great 
sinner—they also love those who love them. All agree that a great 
sinner will not be rewarded by God. Neither will you.

, --
. . .
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 If you want to be rewarded by God, you must be as perfect as your 
heavenly Father—be kind to the unrighteous.
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