
1. Introduction

2 Corinthians



2 Timothy 3:16-17
16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may 
be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

16 , , , , , 
. 17 , 
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Psalm 119:97-100
97 Oh, how I love your law! 

I meditate on it all day long.
98 Your commands are always with me 

and make me wiser than my enemies.

97 ,

.
98 , 

.
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Psalm 119:97-100
99 I have more insight than all my teachers, 

for I meditate on your statutes.
100 I have more understanding than the elders, 

for I obey your precepts.

99 , 

.
100 ,

.
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author: Paul
date written: AD 55

: 
: 55

(2 Cor 5:5-6:2)
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trading, Isthmus games
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ungracious 



 preached gospel; people believed in Jesus
; 

 church faced problems

 Paul visited church several times; in between wrote 4 letters
; 4

 2 letters are missing, not included in Bible; in Bible:1 & 2 Corinthians
, ; : /
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Main Problem in 2 Corinthians 

 refused to submit to Paul’s apostleship: authority, gospel, ministry
: , , 

 due mainly to Paul: not eloquent, sufferings
: , 

 outside opponents aggravate: “peddle the word of God for profit” 
(2:17); “super-apostles” (11:5) who boast about credentials

: “ ” (2:17); “ ” (11:5)

 problems of 1 Cor: Paul didn’t keep promise to visit church; adultery
< > : ; 
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Why must Paul defend apostleship = leadership?
/ ?

Zechariah 13:5
“strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered” 

“ , ”
Joshua 3:7

“Today I will begin to exalt you in the eyes of all Israel, so 
they may know that I am with you as I was with Moses.” 

“ , , 
, .”

church leaders school leaders, job superiors
, 

father, mother
, 



1:12-2:3  earlier unresolved problems in 1 Corinthians
< >

 Paul explained why he didn’t visit church as he said he would
, 

 Paul earlier instructed church to discipline man in adultery; told them 
to forgive because repented: church obeys => church submits to Paul

; :
=> 
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1:17 Was I fickle when I intended to do this? Or do I make my plans in a 
worldly manner so that in the same breath I say both “Yes, yes”  and 
“No, no”? 18 But as surely as God is faithful, our message to you is not 
“Yes” and “No.” 19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached 
among you by us—by me and Silas and Timothy—was not “Yes” and 
“No,” but in him it has always been “Yes.”

1:17 , ? , , 
? 18 , , 

“ ” “ ” . 19 , , 
, “ ” “ ” , “ .”
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we preach Jesus who always blesses
Christian’s life mission: to bless
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20 For no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in 
Christ. And so through him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of 
God . . . 2:1 So I made up my mind that I would not make another painful 
visit to you. 2 For if I grieve you, who is left to make me glad but you 
whom I have grieved?

20 , , “ ” , 
, . . . 2:1 , , 

. 2 , , 
?
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1:12-2:3  earlier unresolved problems in 1 Corinthians
< >

 Paul explained why he didn’t visit church as he said he would
, 

 Paul earlier instructed church to discipline man in adultery; told them 
to forgive because repented: church obeys => church submits to Paul

; :
=> 
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6 The punishment inflicted on him by the majority is sufficient. 7 Now 
instead, you ought to forgive and comfort him, so that he will not be 
overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 8 I urge you, therefore, to reaffirm 
your love for him. 9 Another reason I wrote you was to see if you would 
stand the test and be obedient in everything.

6 , , . 7 , , 
, . 8 , 

. 9 , , 
.

Introduction (2 Corinthian )

(1) 1:12-2:3



6 The punishment inflicted on him by the majority is sufficient. 7 Now 
instead, you ought to forgive and comfort him, so that he will not be 
overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 8 I urge you, therefore, to reaffirm 
your love for him. 9 Another reason I wrote you was to see if you would 
stand the test and be obedient in everything.

6 , , . 7 , , 
, . 8 , 

. 9 , , 
.

Introduction (2 Corinthian )

repented

(1) 1:12-2:3



6 The punishment inflicted on him by the majority is sufficient. 7 Now 
instead, you ought to forgive and comfort him, so that he will not be 
overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 8 I urge you, therefore, to reaffirm 
your love for him. 9 Another reason I wrote you was to see if you would 
stand the test and be obedient in everything.

6 , , . 7 , , 
, . 8 , 

. 9 , , 
.

Introduction (2 Corinthian )

repented
enough punishment: forgive; reaffirm

; ; 

(1) 1:12-2:3



6 The punishment inflicted on him by the majority is sufficient. 7 Now 
instead, you ought to forgive and comfort him, so that he will not be 
overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 8 I urge you, therefore, to reaffirm 
your love for him. 9 Another reason I wrote you was to see if you would 
stand the test and be obedient in everything.

6 , , . 7 , , 
, . 8 , 

. 9 , , 
.

Introduction (2 Corinthian )

(1) 1:12-2:3



6 The punishment inflicted on him by the majority is sufficient. 7 Now 
instead, you ought to forgive and comfort him, so that he will not be 
overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 8 I urge you, therefore, to reaffirm 
your love for him. 9 Another reason I wrote you was to see if you would 
stand the test and be obedient in everything.

6 , , . 7 , , 
, . 8 , 

. 9 , , 
.

Introduction (2 Corinthian )

submit to Paul
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2:14-7:4  Paul’s weaknesses and sufferings

 “treasures in jars of clay” (4:7)
“ ”

 “our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal 
glory” (4:17)
“ , ” 
(4:17)
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7:5-9:15  concludes problem in 1 Cor; uncollected offerings
< > ; 

 7:5-16: after Paul has defended his authority, returns to conclude earlier 
1 Cor problem:  he assures them they did well by repenting, “see what 
this godly sorrow has produced in you . . .” (7:11a)

, < > : 
, “ , . . . ” (7:11a)

 If the Corinthian Christians truly submit to Paul’s authority =  accept 
his gospel, “excel in this grace of giving” (8:8) to Christians in need

= , “
, ” (8:8)
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10:1-13:10 refuting the “super-apostles” “ ” 

 10:10 “For some say, ‘His letters are weighty and forceful, but in 
person he is unimpressive and his speaking amounts to nothing.’”
10:10 “ , ‘ , , . , 

, .’”

 “Are they Hebrews . . .  servants of Christ . . . (I am out of my mind to 
talk like this.) I am more. I have worked much harder, been in prison 
more frequently” (11:22-23); “I will go on to visions and revelations 
from the Lord” (12:1)
“ . . . ? ( ) . 

” (11:22-23); “ ” (12:1)
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10:1-13:10 refuting the “super-apostles” “ ” 

• “to keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, 
a messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three times I pleaded with the 
Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me, ‘My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’ 
Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so 
that Christ’s power may rest on me” (2 Cor 12:7-9)
“ , , , 

. 8 , , . 9 , ‘
. , . 

, ” ( 12:7-9)
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