
2. You Are Our Letter

2 Corinthians 

3:1-11



Generally, how would people react?

?

You Are Our Letter  (2 Cor 3:1-11)



Generally, how would people react?

?

You Are Our Letter  (2 Cor 3:1-11)

teacher 

car mechanic

lawyer 



Generally, how would people react?

?

You Are Our Letter  (2 Cor 3:1-11)

teacher 

car mechanic

lawyer 



Generally, how would people react?

?

You Are Our Letter  (2 Cor 3:1-11)

work in churchteacher 

car mechanic

lawyer 



Generally, how would people react?

?

You Are Our Letter  (2 Cor 3:1-11)

work in churchteacher 

car mechanic

lawyer 



Generally, how would people react?

?

You Are Our Letter  (2 Cor 3:1-11)

work in churchteacher 

car mechanic

lawyer 

no practical 
contribution  to society



Generally, how would people react?

?

You Are Our Letter  (2 Cor 3:1-11)



Generally, how would people react?

?

You Are Our Letter  (2 Cor 3:1-11)

bodily sickness 



Generally, how would people react?

?

You Are Our Letter  (2 Cor 3:1-11)

bodily sickness 
low pay job 



Generally, how would people react?

?

You Are Our Letter  (2 Cor 3:1-11)

bodily sickness 
low pay job 
various problems 



Generally, how would people react?

?

You Are Our Letter  (2 Cor 3:1-11)

bodily sickness 
low pay job 
various problems 

Jesus didn’t help you?
?



Generally, how would people react?

?

You Are Our Letter  (2 Cor 3:1-11)

bodily sickness 
low pay job 
various problems 

Jesus didn’t help you?
?

Is it worth serving Jesus?
?



Generally, how would people react?

?

You Are Our Letter  (2 Cor 3:1-11)

bodily sickness 
low pay job 
various problems 

Jesus didn’t help you?
?

Is it worth serving Jesus?
?



Generally, how would people react?

?

You Are Our Letter  (2 Cor 3:1-11)

bodily sickness 
low pay job 
various problems 

Jesus didn’t help you?
?

Is it worth serving Jesus?
?



Generally, how would people react?

?

You Are Our Letter  (2 Cor 3:1-11)

bodily sickness 
low pay job 
various problems 

Jesus didn’t help you?
?

Is it worth serving Jesus?
?



1 Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, like 
some people, letters of recommendation to you or from you? 2 You 
yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, known and read by 
everyone. 3 You show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of our 
ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on 
tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.
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4 Such confidence we have through Christ before God. 5 Not that we are 
competent in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but our 
competence comes from God. 6 He has made us competent as ministers 
of a new covenant—not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, 
but the Spirit gives life.
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31 “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new 
covenant with the people of Israel and with the people of Judah. 32 It will 
not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors . . . because they 
broke my covenant . . .” declares the LORD. 33 “This is the covenant I 
will make with the people of Israel after that time,” declares the LORD. 
“I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be 
their God, and they will be my people.”
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“And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and 
be careful to keep my laws.”
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1 The hand of the LORD  . . . brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD 
and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones . . . 5 This is 
what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make breath enter 
you, and you will come to life . . . 9 . . . Come, breath, from the four 
winds and breathe into these slain, that they may live’” 10 So I prophesied 
as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and 
stood up on their feet—a vast army.
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1. We don’t understand how the Holy Spirit work to make obedience 
possible: it’s a mystery. But when the conditions right, He can do the 
impossible. Resolve to depend on the Spirit to live the Christian life.

: . 
, . .

2. Don’t fear or doubt the power of the Holy Spirit.
.

3. Don’t just obey the law. Obey from the heart: because you are grateful 
and love the Lord. Obey the intent of the law, not just what it says.

. : , . 
, .

Create the conditions for the Spirit to empower us to obey God’s law





7 Now if the ministry that brought death, which was engraved in letters 
on stone, came with glory, so that the Israelites could not look steadily at 
the face of Moses because of its glory, transitory though it was, 8 will not 
the ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious? 
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9 If the ministry that brought condemnation was glorious, how much 
more glorious is the ministry that brings righteousness! 10 For what was 
glorious has no glory now in comparison with the surpassing glory.
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11 And if what was transitory came with glory, how much greater is the 
glory of that which lasts!
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1. Christians, like everyone, face sufferings and weakness. The gospel 
(good news) we preach is seemingly unspectacular. But the 
undeniable fact is, the Christian life is very spectacular: those who 
receive Jesus as Saviour experience an amazing life change, from sin 
to holiness. We can, not perfectly but surely, live a godly life.

, , . 
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2. Life is only truly enjoyed when we live according to how God wants 
us to live: according to His laws. We know the laws (what is right and 
wrong), but we are unable to obey. No wonder we are so unhappy. We 
struggle to obey. We refuse to obey. Rather, we obey our sinful 
desires. The result is: “the letter [the law] kills.” We experience God’s 
punishment—death, bitterness of life.

, ( ) . 
( ), . . 

. . , .
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3. But we praise God. When a person receives Jesus as Saviour, the 
Spirit of God comes to live in us. He empowers us to obey God’s law 
from our heart. The result is: we experience life eternal, joy, and the 
peace that transcends all understanding, unshakable even in times of 
great suffering.

. , . 
. : , 
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4. In our daily life, we depend on the God’s Spirit to do what  God wants 
us to do: studies, work, responsibilities as a person. We should not do 
things simply because we are forced by circumstances.

, : , 
, . , .

5. Don’t just do right. Do right from the heart: “I do this because it 
pleases God. Jesus died for me. I must live for him.” Then God’s 
Spirit will empower you to live a life that pleases God. You will then 
experience eternal life.

. : “ . ,  
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This ministry — your Christian life and the gospel we preach — is a 
more glorious work (ministry) than anything in the world because

— — (
), 

You Are Our Letter  (2 Cor 3:1-11)



This ministry — your Christian life and the gospel we preach — is a 
more glorious work (ministry) than anything in the world because

— — (
), 

You Are Our Letter  (2 Cor 3:1-11)

This ministry changes life into a 
glorious life. Preach Jesus!



This ministry — your Christian life and the gospel we preach — is a 
more glorious work (ministry) than anything in the world because

— — (
), 

You Are Our Letter  (2 Cor 3:1-11)

This ministry changes life into a 
glorious life. Preach Jesus!



This ministry — your Christian life and the gospel we preach — is a 
more glorious work (ministry) than anything in the world because

— — (
), 

You Are Our Letter  (2 Cor 3:1-11)

This ministry changes life into a 
glorious life. Preach Jesus!

. !


